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In July 2010 devastating floods hit 
extensive low lying areas in Pakistan. In 
Australia we have a very good idea of the 
awful damage that great torrents of rushing 
water can bring. Our own country was hit 
by terrible floods over the recent summer. 
We know how hard it was for people to 
cope. We know about the loss of houses, 
furniture, crops, livestock and dearly prized 
possessions.

One of the great differences between 
the experience of floods in Australia 
and Pakistan is that in our own wealthy 
country, many agencies, organisations 
and the Government have provided 
assistance to those who were affected 
by floods. There were secure evacuation 
centres established; people mobilised to 
provide food, bedding, clothes and other 
necessities to people who had lost homes. 

The problem is that this help for ordinary 
families is simply not available in the 
same way in poor countries like Pakistan. 

Pakistan is a very low lying country. The 
great Indus River carves its way through 
the middle of this nation creating a massive 
plain which is prone to flooding as the 
monsoon waters come downstream from 
the mountains. This river empties into the 
Arabian Sea through a huge delta (river 
mouth) which dominates the southern parts 
of Pakistan. One of Pakistan’s largest cities, 
Hyderabad, lies at the heart of this delta.

Hyderabad is the home of a group of 
Columban Sisters. During the recent floods, 
they watched as the river level rose slowly 
but surely over a period of time. This is not 
our image of a flood. In Australia, floods 
come quickly and with terrible force. In 
Pakistan, floods can come slowly as water 
from the mountains swells and forces the 
river over its normal banks. Families watch 
helplessly and as their homes and their 
fields are slowly swallowed by rising water. 
Whole families are forced to move but they 
have nowhere to go. This flood is like a slow 
tsunami and one third of the country lies 

under water and twenty million people 
have been displaced. That is about the 
same number as the whole population of 
Australia!! Can you imagine trying to feed 
and shelter so many?

The Columban Sisters, Marie, Roberta, 
Perlite and Rebecca, knew they had to 
help these struggling families. Everywhere 
they went they saw distressed women 
with babies in arms, begging for just some 
bread to feed their children. There is no 
shelter available from the glaring sun or 
monsoonal downpours. The men were 
desperately trying to provide some shelter 
and food for their families but they had 
lost everything. The Columban Sisters 
concentrated their efforts on one group of 
very needy people who had set up a make 
shift camp by the side of a main highway. 
There were about 100 families.

These people came from a village called 
Larkana about seven hours away from 
the city. It had taken them days to travel 

Columban Sisters flood relief
‘He who is generous will be blessed’. (Proverbs 22:9)



this distance to safety as their whole 
village was completely flooded and they 
had lost everything. Their immediate 
needs were many: tents, food, children’s 
clothing, cooking pots, torches and clean 
water. On the first evening, a meal was 
provided as the villagers had not eaten 
for three days. On the following day, the 
Sisters set about trying to provide for their 
other needs. All the provisions that they 
were able to provide were purchased 
through the generosity of people living 
in countries like Australia who believe 
it is important to share their resources 
with those who have so little. The Sisters 
also provided three sewing machines to 
help the women earn a little income from 
making clothing to sell.

In emergency situations like this great 
flood, people’s immediate needs must 
be met first, just to keep them safe and 
well. But mission does not stop here! 
Missionaries understand that it is also 
important to help people provide for 
themselves in the long term. With this in 
mind, the Columban Sisters had some 
serious thinking to do. They could not 
simply continue to try to find the money 
to feed about 900 people each week. 
This was far too expensive and not 

sustainable. They had to find a long term 
solution for those people who had nothing to 
go back home to. They sat with the leaders of 
the group and heard their stories.

The villagers had been sharecroppers. This 
means they farmed on someone’s land and 
paid the landowner with a percentage of what 
they grew. But if their crop failed they got into 
debt. At times they needed to borrow small 
amounts of money from the landowner, for 
example, if someone became sick and needed 
medicine or to pay for a funeral. This means 
they got further into debt and became the 
landlord’s bonded labourers – virtual slaves.

The villagers were very grateful for all the help 
they had been given in the past but what they 
really needed was some land of their own to 
farm, where they could build homes and settle 
into a life without debt. They wanted to send 
their children to school. The village they had 
come from had none so their children were 
uneducated and therefore unable to grow 
up to get jobs other than being a sharecrop 
farmer like their parents. 

The need to buy some land was a huge 
headache for the Columban Sisters! 
Where would they find so much money? 
Unexpectedly, help came from generous 
people. With the income of the women in 

the sewing project and the men 
working as labourers when they 
could find work plans moved 
forward and land was found 
in a village just fifteen minutes 
away by bus. This meant the 
men could find work in the city or 
return to farming. 

The village had a school and 
there was enough space to build 
40 houses. Again, funds came 
from unexpected sources and 
construction of 40 single-storey, 
two roomed homes with kitchen, 
bathroom and outer courtyard 
for small animals began. The 
people will soon be able to take 
control of their own lives again 
and provide for their families 
independently and with dignity.
This is truly the work of Mission: 
bringing the compassion of God 

and his loving care to those who are most 
vulnerable and in need. Thanks to the 
goodness and generosity of others, these 
flood affected families can look to the 
future with hope.

Can you help bring hope to others?

 Recall
1. Why did the Columban 
Sisters decide to  help the 
struggling families?

2. Why did the villagers need land of their 
own?

 Research
1. Draw a map of Pakistan and 
trace the Indus River. Mark in 
the location of Hyderabad.

2. See if you can identify all the very low 
lying areas of Pakistan.

3. Find out all you can about the Indus 
River.

4. Do an internet search on the floods in 
Pakistan and their effects. What is the 
present situation? Are people still being 
affected by these floods?

5. What is a monsoon? When do 
monsoons occur in Pakistan?

 Apply

1. List ways in which your 
school can raise funds to 
assist those people of Pakistan who have 
been affected by the floods.

2. If you could assist the people of 
Pakistan, what would be the first thing 
you would buy and why?



Years have passed since Marcelita first 
joined the Project. With the income she 
receives from her crafts, Marcelita can now 
send her children to school. Her eldest 
daughter now attends the small school 
established in her village through the 
efforts of Fr Vinnie. She can provide proper 
mattresses for her children to sleep on to 
keep the creeping cold out in the cooler 
climate of the mountains. She can afford 
medical help if a child becomes ill. She can 
supplement the family diet with the extra 
money she has available.

One of the most remarkable things Marcelita 
has done is to roof her house. The story of 
Marcelita’s roof has become local legend. 
With money saved from the project, Marcelita 
bought sheets of roofing iron. 
Then, while her husband made 
a frame of roof beams, Marcelita 
carried the heavy sheets of iron, 
piece by piece, over the rugged 
mountain trails. Neighbours still 
speak with admiration when 
they recall the sight of Marcelita 

One of the people we work with 
‘I have come that you may have life and have it to the full’. (John 10:10)

One very early morning in 2001, long 
before dawn, the bare footed Marcelita 
Balido began a long 12km hike down a 
steep mountain trail from her home high in 
hills of Mindanao, one of the many islands 
of the Philippines. Marcelita is a woman 
of the Subanen people, a tribal group who 
have made their home in the mountains for 
hundreds of years.

The Subanens live a simple life of farming 
and live close to the land. Beside her 
house, she and her husband Dorotio 
grow a few crops. From the nearby forest, 
they gather firewood for cooking and 
for warmth. From the forest they gather 
herbs to make medicines and rattan 
for making baskets and sleeping mats. 
Neither Marcelita nor her husband has 
ever been to school. But life is difficult 
for the Subanen people, and their simple 
lifestyle does not prepare them for life in 
the modern world. Marcelita wants her 
children to have more opportunities than 
she ever had.

And so Marcelita begins her hike down 
the mountain to the town of Midsalip. 
This is like a foreign land to her; people 
there do not speak her language or 
understand her culture. But Marcelita 
has heard of a project which has been 
established to help the Subanen women 
provide a better life for their families. It is 
the Subanen Crafts Project, established 
by Columban priest Fr Vincent Busch.

Subanen women are skilled weavers 
and artisans creating beautiful jewellery 
and beadwork. Using hair thin needles, 
Marcelita can now work at home to 
weave intricate designs into pendants 
and mandalas that celebrate the 
wonders of God’s creation. The work 
produced by the Subanen Craft Project 
is sold in many countries by Columban 
supporters and this provides an income 
for the women who create these 
beautiful objects.

striding by with rolls of metal balanced on 
her head! This new water-proof roof will 
be a life-saver during the torrential rainy 
season. Marcelita has been able to keep 
her family dry and keep sickness away.

Like many of the projects begun by 
Columban missionaries, the Subanen 
Craft Project is transforming the lives of 
the people involved in it. Marcelita is proof 
of that!



1. How has earning an income changed the lives of Marcelita’s family?

2. How many kilometres did Marcelita hike to Midsalip?

1. Go to www.subanencrafts.com to see a full range of goods produced by the Project and for more stories 
of the people involved.

2. Does your school have a mother’s day stall or fete, perhaps your school can help sell Subanen goods. 
Call the Columban Mission Centre in Melbourne for information on 9375 9475

3. Do an internet search on infant mortality rates and children’s health in the Philippines.

4. Find out what a ‘mandala’ is and where they originated.

1. As a class, brainstorm all the things in our modern society you would not be able to do or become 
involved with if you had never been to school and never learned to read or write. How would you feel?

2. Design the new Subanen Christmas card for the Subanen women to use as part of this year’s Christmas 
pack. 

Can you crack the Missioner’s code?
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let us be of christ and not of ourselves

(St Columban)

Research

Recall

Apply



Fr. Joe Ruys is a priest of the 
Archdioceses of Melbourne who felt drawn 
to work in overseas mission. After many 
years working in the Melbourne parish of 
Dallas, Fr. Joe joined the Columbans as 
an Associate priest in 2006. He now works 
in the parish of Los Santos Arcangeles in 
Lima, Peru. 

This area of the city is very poor. The 
people who live there have mostly come 
into the city from sometimes distant rural 
areas in search of employment but there 
is little to be found. They build homes on 
dry and dusty hillsides from whatever 
material they can scrounge and try to 
form a community as best they can. The 
name given to this type of settlement is 
the Spanish word pueblo which means 
communal village.

Mission makes a difference 
‘It is not wrong to want to live better; what is wrong is a style of life which is 
presumed to be better when it is directed toward ‘having’ rather than ‘being’. 
(Centisimus Annus 36 - Pope John Paul II)

Fr. Joe faced great challenges when he 
first came to Lima. He had to learn a new 
language and become accustomed to a 
new culture. He began work in an area 
which was very different from his old parish 
in Melbourne. For the first time in his life he 
encountered people who lived in real poverty. 

One isolated pueblo of his new parish in 
Lima is called Huertos del Paraiso (Gardens 
of Paradise). But this place is neither a 
garden nor a paradise for those who live 
there. It is dry and dusty and has no water 
source at all. Water is delivered twice a week 
by truck. It is a rocky, barren area filled with 
small shanty towns. After working in this area 
for some time, Fr. Joe became aware that 
one of the biggest challenges being faced 
by the people there was health. People 
suffered various diseases like eye infections 

and tuberculosis. Undernourishment and 
parasites were common in the children. 
They were unable to seek medical 
attention or access much needed 
medicines.

With a group of local women, Fr. Joe 
identified the need for a small chemist 
shop to dispense medication but soon 
they came to see that it was also 
necessary to identify people who were ill 
and help them access medical treatment. 

By July 2008 they had persuaded the 
local council to donate a piece of land 
in the heart of the pueblo if the people 
and the parish provided the building 
and the services. Fundraising began 
but for people who are poor this is a 
slow process. A social worker was 



employed for one day a week to help 
with documentation, social problems and 
organising health seminars to educate the 
people. Slowly the work moved forward.

Luckily Fr. Joe has many friends and 
supporters in Australia and Melbourne 
Overseas Mission has also given money 
to help build the new medical centre. The 
blessing and opening of the new Centre 
was held in El Paraiso. A group of eight 
local women have volunteered to manage 
the chemist shop, receive clients, keep the 
centre clean and maintain a small garden. 

They are the public face of the centre, 
welcoming all and attending to their needs. 
Fr. Joe says, ‘It is inspiring to see these 
women working together to promote a 
health program for their neighbours.’ The 
chief gardener cannot read or write but has 
created a garden where once there was 
dust. The receptionist welcomes mothers, 
making them feel at home, and draws out 
the necessary information from people 

who are not used to official paperwork and 
often have to sign forms with a finger print. 
The chemist is well stocked with basic 
medicines provided by Caritas Peru. 

The centre employs a doctor and a nurse 
for one day per week and the local council 
funds a doctor for another day. There are 
plans with the Ministry of Health to expand 
the services of the centre to include free 
basic dental care for the residents of the 
pueblo and to organise health education 
programs.

The project is up and running! It is humble 
and needs much more development but the 
people themselves, through their generosity 
and enthusiasm are providing hope for 
their neighbours. This is really the work of 
mission: helping those people in need so 
they really can have life to the full!

 Recall

 Research

 Apply

1. How many times a week 
do the people of the pueblo 
receive water?

2. Is the parish Huertos del 
Paraiso a garden of paradise? 
Why/Why not?

3. Why did the people of Lima 
need a medical centre? 

1. What does ‘illiterate’ mean? 
Write out the definition.

2. Find out about infant 
mortality rates (how many 
children die before the age 
of five years?) in some of the 
countries where Columbans 
work.

3. Find the website for 
Melbourne Overseas Mission. 
Prepare a short report on this 
organisation and their work.

‘Pope John Paul II said, ‘It 
is not wrong to want to live 
better; what is wrong is a 
style of life which is presumed to be better 
when it is directed toward ‘having’ rather 
than ‘being’.(Centisimus  Annus, 36)

1. What do you think the Pope meant by 
‘being more’ rather than ‘having more’?

2. What sort of person does the Gospel 
call us to be? 

 Additional Activities
1. Write an acrostic poem using the word COLUMBAN.

2. Are there people in your class or school who come from the countries where Columbans.work? Ask them to share something of their 
.....culture, language, music, food or national dress with the class.

3. Have a class discussion on mission. What does it mean to be missionary? 
...Remember: YOU ARE A MISSIONARY TOO!
4. Create a cartoon outlining Marcelita’s life story. 



On mission at home 
‘I was a stranger and you made me welcome’ (Matt 25:25)

My name is Fr Tony Cox and I am a 
Columban missionary priest. I spent many 
years working in Japan but these days my 
mission work is much closer to home.

Think of all the things in your house or 
classroom that come from a country 
far away from Australia.  Most of the 
items we buy or use actually come from 
somewhere else. Televisions, clothing, 
shoes, computers, pots and pans, some 
of the food we eat, furniture... so many 
things are made somewhere else.

Have you ever thought about how these 
items come to Australia? The answer 
is that many things come here by ship. 
Shipping is a vital part of the global 
economy but we don’t often think about it. 
We really need ships and their crews to 
supply us with so many of the goods we 
take for granted.

Have you ever thought about what the 
life of a seafarer is like? Going to sea on 
a cargo ship is not an easy life. The crew 
leave behind their families and loved 
ones, often for many months at a time. 
They face loneliness and isolation. They 
face many dangers like storms at sea and 
even pirates in some parts of the world. 
Often when sailors come to port, they are 
unable to speak the local language so 
this makes it very difficult to go ashore to 
visit. The life of a sailor can be very lonely 
indeed. 

Columbans understand that ‘mission’ is 
not only reaching out to people in need 
in other countries. There are also many 
people here in Australia who are in need 
of a helping hand or an experience 
of God’s love and acceptance. Most 
certainly, those who work at sea are often 
among them so my mission work is with 
seafarers.

Before I became a priest I worked with 
the Melbourne Harbour Trust so my 

fascination with the sea and ships goes back 
quite a way. This experience helps me in 
the way I work with sailors while they are in 
port in Melbourne. I work at the Stella Maris 
Seafarers Centre. [‘Stella Maris’ means ‘Star of 
the Sea’].

Each week I visit six or seven ships which 
have come to port. Sometimes I celebrate 
Mass for Catholic sailors aboard; sometimes 
I visit sick or injured seafarers in hospital; 
sometimes I share a meal and some 

fellowship with sailors aboard ship. Most often, 
this work of mission simply involves talking, 
listening and sharing life with those who may 
feel isolated or lonely.

As well as visiting ships, the Church’s mission 
to seafarers includes providing a place on 
shore where sailors can come to socialise 
or seek help if they have any problems. 

The Stella Maris Seafarers Centre 
in Melbourne is one of 353 centres 
worldwide which provide pastoral care, 
services and support. These centres are 
able to stay open and provide all this help 
because of the very generous volunteers 
who offer their time and skills in helping 
those who are far from home in a strange 
land. Last year over 17,500 seafarers 
visited the Centre.

The work of mission is central to the work 

of the Church. Mission means bringing the 
message of God’s love and acceptance to 
all people, but especially to the poor, the 
lonely and the outcast. To see the great 
pleasure which a welcoming visit brings 
to sailors highlights one aspect of mission 
we often forget, the service of hospitality 
and welcome to strangers. 



 Research

 Apply

1. Where did Fr Tony Cox work before he became a priest?

2. How many people visited the Stella Maris Seafarers Centre last year?

1. Research the life of a seafarer. Would you ever consider becoming one? Why/Why 
not?

2. Do an audit to see if you can find where the things in your classroom are made. Look at 
your clothing, shoes, pencil case contents, etc. Where are all these goods made?

3. Look at the Apostleship of the Sea website to find out more about the work Fr Tony is 
involved; www.aos-australia.org/index.htm  There are centres all over Australia. Which 
one is closest to you?  Where and when did this ministry begin? How does this work of 
the Church become part of mission?

4. Look in your daily newspaper to see if you can locate how many ships are in your 
closest port today. See if you can find out about their cargo. Try an internet search.

 Recall

1. What does Mission mean to you?

2. Why do you think the service of hospitality is so important?

3. How do you offer hospitality in your school & in your home?

 
DID YOU KNOW ??

The Far East magazine is published by St Columban's Mission Society. It 
features articles and photographs by Columban missionaries from those countries 
where the missionaries work. The magazine was launched originally to promote 
mission interest in Catholic homes in Australia and New Zealand. The Far East 
magazine in Australia was published for the first time on 15th October 1920 and is 
published ten times per year.  

View The Far East magazine online - www.columban.org.au
The Far East

COLUMBAN MISSION MAGAZINE

AUGUST 2011        PRICE $1

ST COLUMBANS MISSION SOCIETY

Far East August 2011  19/07/11  4:19 PM  Page 1

2012 Columban Calendar Special Edition. The Columban Calendar 
has been published in Australia for more than 90 years. In that time it has 
become something of an institution in Australian Catholic homes. The 2012 
Columban calendar continues the fine tradition of providing a practical liturgical 
calendar with reproductions of inspiring works of religious art.

Purchase the 2012 Columban Calendar online - www.columban.org.au
 
View the 2012 Columban Calendar Art Guide Presentation online - www.columban.org.au

Columban Calendar
2012

90th edition

http://www.columban.org.au/publications/the-far-east/index/
http://www.columban.org.au/publications/calendar/
http://www.youtube.com/user/ColumbanMissionAust#p/a/u/0/MQqyJPQxSq4


On mission overseas 
Let us be of Christ not of ourselves. (St Columban)

I’m Fr Oliver McCrossan but most people 
just call me Oli. I’ve been a Columban 
missionary priest in the Philippines since 
1975. That’s a long time! I work in a 
place called Ozamis City on the island of 
Mindanao.

In my city, most of the public transport 
is provided by what we call pedal-cabs. 
These are like a large sized tricycle. 
The driver pedals from the front and 
passengers travel on a covered bench 
seat behind him. Despite this simple 
design, the cost of a pedal-cab was too 
expensive for poor people. Usually a driver 
is hired by a pedal-cab owner. The driver 
is paid very little for his hard work and the 
owner gets most of the money.

Some years ago, we began a  
co-operative called the Ozamis City 
People’s Cooperative. This was designed 
to get people working together to help 
each other out of poverty. People can 

deposit their savings, even if it is only a very 
small amount. This provides funds to set up 
projects which help improve people’s lives. 
There are now over 5000 members. 

One project of the Cooperative is, ‘Pedalling 
to Live’. This helps drivers buy their own 
pedal-cabs and so make more of the 
profit from their back breaking work.  The 
Cooperative buys a few pedal-cabs. Drivers 
pay a ‘hire’ fee per day but when they have 
paid the cost of the pedal-cab, the tricycle 
becomes theirs and all the profit goes to 
them. This has been very successful and, so 
far, more than 50 people now own their own 
tricycles. 

In our work with the drivers and their families, 
however, we came to understand that one 
of their biggest problems was lack of decent 
housing. Many live in the poorest areas of 
the city in crowded and unhealthy shanty 
towns; some are forced to move in with 
relatives because there is nowhere else to 

go. Sanitation is poor and the supply of 
clean water is a real problem. We decided 
that we needed to do something about 
providing healthier living conditions for our 
drivers and their families. 

With initial finance from the Cooperative, 
we bought a piece of land for forty low 
cost houses that will be built for our drivers 
and their families. This land needed a lot 
of hard work to get it ready. An access 
road needed to be built, electricity poles 
installed and 
pipes laid 
for the water 
supply. 

The area 
was fenced 
to make 
the mini-
community 
safe and 



provide an opportunity for organic 
gardening and environment friendly 
chicken and duck raising. The site even 
has an eco-friendly waste management 
scheme. Designing the community with 
environmentally sustainable features 
has been a great way to educate our 
members about the need to care for our 
earth.

We have completed the first two houses 
of our housing project for our ‘Pedaling to 
Live’ families. The drivers themselves help 
in the actual building of their houses. The 
houses are very basic as we have tried 
to keep costs as little as possible; one 
floor, two small bedrooms, a cooking and 
dining area, toilet and washing area. The 
cost of each house is 105 thousand pesos 
(approximately AUD$2388). 

A special agreement will be drawn up 
between the family and the Cooperative. 
The family pays a rent to live in the new 

 Recall

 Research

 Apply

1. How many members does 
the Ozamis City cooperative 
have?

2. How many houses have been 
completed so far?

3. What is a ‘shanty town’?

1. Estimate the size of your 
house and compare its size to 
those being built by Fr Oliver 
McCrossan.

2. Locate the island of Mindanao and 
Ozamis City.

3. Go to www.columban.org.au and 
search for the article ‘Building to live’. 

4. What materials are used to build the 
houses for the people of Ozamis City? 

5. Why is it important to use recycled 
materials?

6. How does using recycled materials 
help to sustain our planet?

7. What are you doing to sustain our 
planet?

1. Draw a floor plan of your 
house. How many rooms are 
there? Label all the rooms on 
your plan. What do you think is the best 
thing about your house?

2. Have any of you travelled to other 
parts of the world for a holiday? Draw the 
style of houses which you saw on your 
travels. Are they different from the house 
you live in? Describe the differences. 
Share your knowledge about this with 
others in your class.

house but when the rent adds up to what 
the house cost to build – that is they have 
paid the price of the house – then they 
become the owners of the house. This 
means that extra funds are available for 
more houses to be built and more families 
to have decent housing. Our first two 
families have moved into their new homes. 
Next week we begin to build two more 
houses.  

One of the most satisfying things about 
my work as a missionary is seeing people 
work together to achieve improvement 
in their lives. It can be tempting to simply 
give people what they need, but this is 
sometimes a short-term solution. Real 
dignity and a sense of achievement come 
from actually being in control of your 
own future; from identifying a problem 
and working together to solve it. As a 
missionary it is my great privilege to work 
with people as they do this. 



 Find - A - Word

M A R C E L I T A M O B E K 
I B E C E L E B R A T E L P 
S C L G H O K R G T U R L A 
S G E F S U P P O R T P A K 
I A N G H E L P K J R S Y I 
O Z J A L I V I N G M E M S 
N W H T H O L Y S P I R I T 
A O D P O V E R T Y I E S A 
R L E C P N A N M S F S S N 
Y L F A E I B S I C R P I M 
H O U S E O K L V G E E O K 
R F A I T H Z A D W I C N Y 
Z A G W P P I Y T N H T A P 
C T F D R E A M I L B E R U 
Q H C M A D O I Q O J Q Y B 
P E J E Y I V S I W L S F W 
H R I L E T F S O B K M I P 
I S O P R S E I S O U G N S 
L O V E L I X O H T N A N Y 
I S B A F R K Z T W L Q E H 
P E T C V H J F A M I L Y T 
P C J E A C O L U M B A N S 
I D N A L O P B S A D E E P 
N Z A E B U I L D I N G N I 
E S W V I X I C L O R R E R 
S C B F R I E N D S I A M I 
E U T L U C R E A T I O N T 
D L J N J U S T I C E S U U 
U T O I J D P L R O R I R A 
C U Y B E L I E V E H L Y L 
A R B H C I A D E L L E S A 
T E S M T R N A I W V H T C 
I D H X O M I S S I O N U E 
O C F G U I D A N C E V M B 
N B H A U S T R A L I A I S 

 Missionary  Spiritual  Believe  Pakistan
 Dream  Faith  Christ  Respect 
 Marcelita  Hope  Follow  Culture 
 Prayer   Justice  Australia  Education 
 Building  Guidance  Peace  Joy 
 Columbans  Support  Creation  Family 
 Poverty  Philippines  Celebrate  Friends
 Fathers  Love  Holy Spirit  Mission
 Help  House  Lay Missionary  Living 



 Columbans Around the World

Go to www.columban.org.au and research all the countries where the Columbans work.  

Print out the world map above and mark in these countries. 

Highlight the specific cities and towns that have been mentioned throughout Mission Alive.

 
DID YOU KNOW ??

Did you know that on the Columban Website you can...

 www.columban.org.au

Donate Now

Join us on Facebook
www.facebook.com

Join us on Twitter
www.twitter.com

Watch Columban videos
www.youtube.com

Subscribe to 
The Far East
Renew subscription 
to The Far East
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http://www.facebook.com/pages/Columban-Mission-Essendon/145041375527225
http://twitter.com/#!/ColumbanMission
http://www.youtube.com/user/ColumbanMissionAust


The Columbans are missionary priests who work in cooperation with Columban 
Sisters and lay people in 14 countries around the world: Australia, Britain, Chile, 
China, Fiji, Ireland, Japan, Korea, New Zealand, Pakistan, Peru, the Phillipines, 

Taiwan and the United States. 

Columbans have been doing the work of mission since 1918. The Columbans 
take their name from an Irish saint who lived in the fifth century. 
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